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§229.29

supply line to the air brake system
shall be cleaned, repaired, or replaced.

(2) Brake cylinder relay valve por-
tions, main reservoir safety valves,
brake pipe vent valve portions, feed
and reducing valve portions in the air
brake system (including related dirt
collectors and filters) shall be cleaned,
repaired, and tested.

(3) The date and place of the clean-
ing, repairing, and testing shall be re-
corded on Form FRA F 6180-49A and
the person performing the work and
that person’s supervisor shall sign the
form. A record of the parts of the air
brake system that are cleaned, re-
paired, and tested shall be kept in the
carrier’s files or in the cab of the loco-
motive.

(4) At its option, a carrier may frag-
ment the work required by this para-
graph. In that event, a separate air
record shall be maintained under a
transparent cover in the cab. The air
record shall include the locomotive
number, a list of the air brake compo-
nents, and the date and place of the
last inspection and test of each compo-
nent. The signature of the person per-
forming the work and the signature of
that person’s supervisor shall be in-
cluded for each component. A duplicate
record shall be maintained in the car-
rier’s files.

(b) Load meters shall be tested. Er-
rors of less than five percent do not
have to be corrected. The date and
place of the test shall be recorded on
Form FRA F 6180-49A and the person
conducting the test and that person’s
supervisor shall sign the form.

(c) Each steam generator that is not
isolated as prescribed in §229.23(b),
shall be subjected to a hydrostatic
pressure at least 25 percent above the
working pressure and the visual return
water-flow indicator shall be removed
and inspected.

§229.29 Biennial tests.

(a) Except for the valves and valve
portions on non-MU locomotives that
are cleaned, repaired, and tested as pre-
scribed in §229.27(a), all valves, valve
portions, MU locomotive brake cyl-
inders and electric-pneumatic master
controllers in the air brake system (in-
cluding related dirt collectors and fil-
ters) shall be cleaned, repaired, and
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tested at intervals that do not exceed
736 calendar days. The date and place
of the cleaning, repairing, and testing
shall be recorded on Form FRA F 6180-
49A, and the person performing the
work and that person’s supervisor shall
sign the form. A record of the parts of
the air brake system that are cleaned,
repaired, and tested shall be kept in
the carrier’s files or in the cab of the
locomotive.

(b) At its option, a carrier may frag-
ment the work required by this sec-
tion. In that event, a separate air
record shall be maintained under a
transparent cover in the cab. The air
record shall include the locomotive
number, a list of the air brake compo-
nents, and the date and place of the in-
spection and test of each component.
The signature of the person performing
the work and the signature of that per-
son’s supervisor shall be included for
each component. A duplicate record
shall be maintained in the carrier’s
files.

§229.31 Main reservoir tests.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, before it is put in
service and at intervals that do not ex-
ceed 736 calendar days, each main res-
ervoir other than an aluminum res-
ervoir shall be subjected to a hydro-
static pressure of at least 25 percent
more than the maximum working pres-
sure fixed by the chief mechanical offi-
cer. The test date, place, and pressure
shall be recorded on Form FRA F 6180-
49A, and the person performing the test
and that person’s supervisor shall sign
the form.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, each main reservoir
other than an aluminum reservoir shall
be hammer tested over its entire sur-
face while the reservoir is empty at in-
tervals that do not exceed 736 calendar
days. The test date and place shall be
recorded on Form FRA F 6180-49A, and
the person performing the test and
that person’s supervisor shall sign the
form.

(c) Each welded main reservoir origi-
nally constructed to withstand at least
five times the maximum working pres-
sure fixed by the chief mechanical offi-
cer may be drilled over its entire sur-
face with telltale holes that are three-
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